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SOUTH INDIAN STUDIES

SYLLABUS

POLITICAL HISTORY OF SOUTH INDIA

SOUTH INDIAN ART AND ARCHITECTURE AND
SOUTH INDIAN EPIGRAPHY

CULTURAL HISTORY OF SOUTH INDIA
COMPARATIVE DRAVIDIAN LINGUISTICS
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

RELIGIOUS MOVEMENTS IN SOUTH INDIA
TAMIL LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE
KANNADA LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE
TELUGU LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE

MALAYALAM LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE



UNIT 1 : POLITICAL HISTORY OF SOUTH INDIA

A.

Introduction-Sources : Archaeological and Literary Sources,
Geographical aspects

Political History of Shatavahana, Kadambas, Gangas, Chalukyas, Rasthrakutas
Pallavas, Cholas, Vijayanagara

Political History of Bahamani and Bijapura States, Allauddin Bahaman Shah,
Firoz Shah, Mohamad Gavan, Administration
Bijapur Adilshahi’s — Ali Adil Shah, Adil Shah Administration

Political History of Provincial Administrators
Nayakas of Keladi, Chitradurga and Coorg,
Wodeyar’s of Mysore : Chikadevaraya, Chamaraja,
Krishnaraja-lll, Krishnaraja-IV, Administration
Hyder Ali and Tippu Sultan : Administration

UNIT 2: SOUTH INDIAN ART AND ARCHITECTURE

AND SOUTH INDIAN EPIGRAPHY

Introduction — Fundamentals of Indian Art
Beginning of South Indian Temple Architecture
The Three Schools — Nagara, Dravida & Vesara

Introduction, Definition, Meaning and Scope of Epigraphy
History of the Study of South Indian Inscriptions

Ancient Scripts, Indus valley scripts and its Decipherment,
Characteristics of Scripts

Indo-Muslim Art under Bahamani Shahis
Bijapur, Bidar and Golkonda

UNIT 3: CULTURAL HISTORY OF SOUTH INDIA

A.

Introduction : Sources : Archaeological and Literary,

Economic life — land tenures — Agriculture, Industries

Trade and Commerce — Irrigation, Finance

Administration; Central, Provincial and Local Government - Law and Justice

Religious life — Hinduism, Shaivism, Vaishnavism,

Buddhism & Jainism
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UNIT 4: COMPARATIVE DRAVIDIAN LINGUISTICS

A.

Comparative Linguistics and its purposes,
The term Dravida, History of Dravidian Linguistics

Characteristics features of Proto Dravidian,
South Dravidian, Central Dravidian, North Dravidian

Dravidian Phonology — Vowels and Consonants
i’le and u/o alternation, development of *K, *C

Dravidian Noun Morphology — Gender System pronoun
Cases, Numericals, Adjectives

Dravidian Verb Morphology — Transitive — intransitive
Verbs, Past and non-past markers, Pronominal —
Terminations, Negative verbs.

UNIT5: RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

Types of Research — Objects of Research. Qualities of a researcher

Field work in Research — Synopsis ldentification of sources — Research
Hypotheses

Questionnaires — Interviews — Analysis of Data

Working Bibliography — Footnotes and References — The completed
Bibliography

UNIT 6: RELIGIOUS MOVEMENTS IN SOUTH INDIA

A.

Vedic Religion, Vedas Upanishads, Epics
Buddhism & Jainism, Origin — Spread — History and Tenets
Shaivism — Virasaivism, Nayanars, Vachanakaras

Vaishnavism — Alwars — Haridasas, Islam and Christianity
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UNIT 7 : TAMIL LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE

A.

Antiquity of Tamil Literature, Sangam Literature, Tholkappiam, Ethic Literatur
Ancient epics — Cilappatikaram, Manimekalai

Bhakti Literature — Saiva, Vaishnava, Jaina Literature

Medieval Literature — Kamba Ramayanam,
Kalampagam, Pillait tamil, kuravanji, pallu

Modern Literature — Poetry, short Stories, Novels

UNIT 8 : KANNADA LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE

A:

Antiquity of Kannada Language
Different stages of Development of Kannada Language

Antiquity of Kannada Literature-prepampa period
Kavirajamarga-vaddaradhane

Champu, Vachana, Regale

Shatpadi, Kirthane, Tripadi, Sangathya, Modern Kannada Literature

UNIT 9 : TELUGU LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE

A.

B.

Antiquity of Telugu Language and Literature
Pre-Nannaya period - Sivakavi Period - Tikkanna and Errana

Srinatha, Sri Krishnadevaraya, Ashtadiggajas
Yakshagana - Raghunatha Nayaka - Vemana

Modern Literature : Novel Drama, poetry

UNIT 10 : MALAYALAM LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE

A.

B.

Antiquity of Malayalam Literature — Folk Literature

Influence of Tamil — Pattusahitya, Manipravala, Kilippatlu, Attakkata and
Thullal Sahitya in Malayalam Literature

Modern Literature Novels — Short stories — Drama — Poetry

Kavitrayas Contemporary famous writers and their contributions
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